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“WITH OPEN HEARTS AND OPEN MINDS, 
WE ENJOY LEARNING AND ACHIEVING TOGETHER.”
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Dear Parent,

Thank you for considering Mallusk Integrated Primary School. 

Choosing which Primary School to entrust with your child is an important 
decision. This prospectus is to help you while you make your decision. 

I hope it gives you a sense of the caring and supportive community at 
Mallusk Integrated Primary School.

Our dedicated staff will endeavour to make your child’s time at primary 
school happy, rewarding and successful.

As an Integrated school, we welcome all members of the local community 
from all faith backgrounds or none. Each child is valued and our differences 
and similarities are celebrated and respected.

We look forward to welcoming your child into our school family.  
Please feel free to phone and speak to me or call and see me in school.  

With best wishes for your child’s future, 

Mrs Susanne Kinsella, 
Principal 
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Welcome



“WITH OPEN HEARTS
AND OPEN MINDS, 

WE ENJOY LEARNING AND
ACHIEVING TOGETHER.”
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Our Mission
Statement

We nurture our children in a secure, friendly, 
caring community where everyone is valued
for their important contribution. We are staff,
parents and children working in positive
partnership. 

We believe if children are happy they will achieve.

We encourage busy minds and busy hands, 
aiming to engage, inspire, challenge and 
support our children. 

We show respect for ourselves and each other
and value all our cultures and beliefs equally. 
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Pastoral Care

We are proud of our positive relationships between
parents, children and staff. This is central to all the
work we do. As a small school, we get to know
each other well. 

Through our caring and inclusive ethos, our teaching
and learning strategies and our thematic approach
to learning, we aim to help our children develop
personally and socially.

We work to create an atmosphere which helps to 
enhance our children’s self-esteem and encourages
mutual respect and  understanding so that our
children may develop happily and securely. We
celebrate our differences and similarities and 
promote understanding of and respect for all 
our beliefs and values.

The key stages during 
Primary School are:

Foundation Stage: P1 & P2
Key Stage 1: P3 & 4

Key Stage 2: P5, 6 & 7

6 |

“   ..the school’s approach to the care and welfare of the children impacts positively 
on learning, teaching and outcomes. The staff know the children and respond to their 
individual needs and interests very well; as a consequence, the children enjoy school 
life, are motivated to learn and to improve their outcomes.” ETI March 2017



Pastoral Care

We are proud of our positive relationships between
parents, children and staff. This is central to all the
work we do. As a small school, we get to know
each other well. 

Through our caring and inclusive ethos, our teaching
and learning strategies and our thematic approach
to learning, we aim to help our children develop
personally and socially.

We work to create an atmosphere which helps to 
enhance our children’s self-esteem and encourages
mutual respect and  understanding so that our
children may develop happily and securely. We
celebrate our differences and similarities and 
promote understanding of and respect for all 
our beliefs and values.

Children’s efforts and achievements are praised and are rewarded in class and 
assemblies. Their work is celebrated and displayed.  Cooperative and friendly 

behaviour is also commended and rewarded. This encourages children to be 
proud of their work, to value the achievements of others and to develop a sense 

of responsibility to themselves and others

Our children have a strong sense of belonging to our school community. They 
know that they are valued because their achievements, kindness and friendly 

behaviour are regularly rewarded and celebrated. 

Our children’s opinions and ideas are shared and valued in regular Circle Time, 
Community of Enquiry sessions and through our Eco Schools Committee 

meetings. This all helps to build up trust and respect within the school community. 

Members of staff and Governors have been designated as our Child Protection 
team. We have comprehensive Pastoral Care, Anti-Bullying and Positive Behaviour 

policies to ensure we can deal with any concerns or issues which may affect the
safety, security or happiness of our children.
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“ … the parents expressed their appreciation of the school’s inclusive, 
child-centred ethos, the quality of information they receive and the 
approachability and professionalism of the staff.” ETI March 2017



Our Golden Rules

The children have made their own rules in 
collaboration with the staff. They receive 
praise and  prizes for keeping these rules. 
They are discussed each week in assembly.

• We make sure no one is left out

• We share with each other

• We try our best

• We keep each other safe and happy

• We respect each other

Physical Resources

Our main school building dates back to 1936.  We have extensions
to this, which were built in 2003. Our bright & spacious classrooms

provide a stimulating learning environment, which enriches learning.

We have a large playing field and playground, a wonderful 
school garden and we encourage outdoor learning. 

The children make regular trips into the local area to develop their
sense of their place in the world around them
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The Curriculum

Mallusk Integrated Primary School seeks to 
encourage each child to reach his or her 
potential through providing a broad and balanced 
education in line with the Northern Ireland 
Curriculum, which promotes the 
spiritual, intellectual, social, emotional, physical, 
cultural and aesthetic development of the individual 
child.  

Through our thematic approach, we aim to connect 
all the areas of learning to enhance each child’s 
learning experience. Teachers plan carefully for all 
areas of the curriculum, using
the most suitable learning and teaching
methods to ensure children are learning at
a level suitable for them.

The teaching strategies used will include practical 
teacher demonstration, individual, paired, group
(with and without classroom assistants), peer
and class teaching. These teaching strategies
will match the level of understanding of the 
pupil, the age and ability of the pupil and the nature 
of the topic

All areas of the Curriculum support the teaching 
of  Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities- 
Thinking, Problem Solving & Decision Making, 
Self-Management, Working with Others, Managing 
Information and  Being Creative.



Mathematics & Numeracy

Maths & Numeracy is comprised of 5 strands- Processes,
Number, Measures, Data Handling and Shape & Space. 

We aim to foster an understanding of mathematics through
a process of enquiry and experiment and encourage mastery
of basic mathematical skills and knowledge. We achieve this 
through the development of mental maths and using practical
approaches, particularly in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1, 
where Play Based Learning and role-play are used to promote
the real life aspect of mathematics. ICT is intergrated into our 
teaching and enhances learning experiences.
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“During discussions with the children.. they were able to apply their thinking 
flexibly and use a variety of strategies to solve everyday problems across number, 
shape and space, mental mathematics and measures... The children benefit from 
a good range of well-resourced mathematical experiences, which develop their 
confidence and skills and promote the children’s enjoyment and engagement in 
learning mathematics. Across the school, the planning and assessment bring about 
progression, consistency and challenge in the children’s learning and develop 
their thinking skills.” ETI March 2017
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We plan experiences and activities which promote a 
wide range of types of talk. Children talk to their class 
and they talk in groups, pairs, with the teacher and 
with peers, often in Role Play situations.  Children are 
encouraged to develop good listening skills through 
these activities and know that what they say is valued 
by the adults and children around them. Children are 
encouraged to:

• ask questions
• express ideas and opinions
• listen and respond to stories, rhymes, poems 
• follow and give instructions
• take part in Role-Play and drama
• take part in discussions, Show & Tell, 
 Circle Time and Philosophy

Language 
& Literacy 

Language & Literacy is comprised of three strands- 
Talking & Listening, Reading and Writing. 

“  The children are friendly, polite and supportive of one another; most are 
well motivated and settle quickly to their learning. Most co-operate willingly 
in group tasks and are confident in explaining aspects of their work to one 
another and adults. “ ETI March 2017



We encourage the children to develop confidence, 
precision and competence in reasoning, predicting and 
expressing feelings. The children will learn to adjust 
their talk to suit the audience and purpose, to respect 
others and to take turns. 

Reading is promoted as a source of pleasure and a 
means of learning. We aim to help children to become 
confident and proficient readers. The children at 
Mallusk Integrated Primary School are provided with 
a wide range of texts, which will both reflect and 
develop their own interests. 

Teachers model the skills needed and the children 
develop them through regular, carefully planned 
Shared, Guided and Independent Reading sessions. 

We are fortunate to have a highly motivated Classroom 
Assistant trained in the ‘Reading Partners’ Programme. 
She regularly supports many children during Key Stage 
1 and 2 to develop their confidence and skills.

The children use a variety of structured reading 
material to develop their sight vocabulary, decoding 
skills, understanding and enjoyment of reading.

Writing is a cross curricular skill, and so our teachers 
plan carefully to offer the children lots of opportunities 
to write. 

Through our thematic approach, we provide 
opportunities for children to learn how to write a wide 
variety of genres, such as letters, stories, poems, lists, 
instructions and reports. We promote the process of 
writing, as well as the final product. 

Children see the teachers write, they share writing in 
groups and are encouraged to write for a variety of 
purposes and audiences- in Role Play situations, Play 
Based Learning and in Shared and Independent writing 
tasks. 
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We believe that ICT can:

• Enhance the learning process across 
 all areas of the curriculum
• Encourage and develop pupils’ 
 creative skills
• Motivate and engage pupils
• Develop skills needed to 
 access information
• Give access to a variety of resources
• Support and challenge children
• Present opportunities for collaborative 
 learning and peer tutoring
• Assist pupils with different 
 learning styles

Children are encouraged to safely use
the Internet to enhance their learning. 
Four out of our five classrooms are equiped
with Interactive Whiteboards, which the
teachers use to extend children’s learning.

ICT

In Mallusk Integrated Primary School, we 
believe ICT has an important role to play
across the whole curriculum and is 
integrated into our teaching. 
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The World Around 
Us/Personal Development
and Mutual Understanding

The four inter-related strands of The World Around Us which provide knowledge, skills 
and understanding about history, science and geography are: Interdependence, Place, 
Movement and Energy, Change Over Time.

The two strands of PDMU are ‘Personal Understanding & Health’ and ‘Mutual 
Understanding in the Local and Wider Community’. The strong, nurturing relationships 
within our school also  provide a scaffold for the children’s social 
and emotional development.

At Mallusk Integrated Primary, we use a carefully planned Thematic approach to develop 
skills in all Curriculum areas and enhance our children’s Thinking Skills 
and Personal Capabilities. 

The themes are delivered at a level appropriate to the needs of the children in the 
context of our school and provide opportunities for pupils to explore their world in the 
context of home, school, the local area and the wider world. 

Children are involved in the planning of their work, are given opportunities to reflect 
on their own learning and set personal targets to develop their skills. The wide variety 
of activities provided are in the context of play based & active learning, Role Play, 
discussions and creative activities, often using stories, puppets and visitors to enhance 
learning experiences. Our Themes ensure a wide coverage of all aspects 
of the Curriculum. 



The Arts

Through our Thematic approach, we ensure that 
the children have opportunities to engage in Art, 
Music and Drama activities. The active learning 
which we provide, allows the children to reach 
their creative and responsive potential.

Physical Education

At Mallusk Integrated Primary School, children 
engage in Athletics, Dance, Gymnastics and 
Games. In Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1, 
teachers carefully plan to include focus on the 
Fundamental Movement Skills, comprising 
of Body Movement Skills such as balance, 
Locomotor Skills such as running & hopping 
and Object Control Skills such as throwing 
and catching. Children in Key Stage 2 have 
opportunities to go swimming.

Religious Education

Children will be taught the statutory Northern 
Ireland Religious Education Core Syllabus. Our 
Holistic approach means that children will learn 
together about the common elements of the 
Christian traditions and about elements of other 
major faiths. 

Sacramental preparation will be offered to 
Catholic children whose parents wish them to 
be prepared for the Sacraments.

Where there are specific differences, children 
will work in their faith groups. For example, 
while children coming forward for Sacramental 
Preparation follow their own specially devised 
programme at these times, other children will 
then have an opportunity to explore their faith 
more deeply. 

Community of Enquiry

Community of Enquiry is a form of Philosophy 
with children which is centred on the 
development of creative, caring, collaborative 
and critical thinking. Children engage in thinking 
individually, in pairs and in groups. The teacher 
acts as facilitator and the children create the 
questions and initiate discussions. They are 
guided to listen respectfully to other people’s 
opinions and to express their own views clearly 
and confidently. They are encouraged to support 
their answers and ideas with reasons. This is all 
carried out in an atmosphere of mutual respect 
and support, building the community aspect of 
the enquiry. 
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Teachers carefully plan themes with the children which develop skills, knowledge 
and understanding across all the Areas of Learning. The themes are:

Foundation Stage -
Time to Rhyme, In the Toy Box, Splish Splash Splosh, Look at Me Look at You, 
Whatever the Weather, Going Places

Key Stage 1 -
Once Upon a Time, Home Sweet Home, It’s a Bug’s Life, Mighty Me, Food & 
Celebrations, Growing Together

Key Stage 2 -
Through the Eyes of a Child, The Blue Planet, Shared past,Shared Future, Reach for the Stars, 
Hunger, Building Bridges, Impact, Unsinkable, Are You Wise?
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Additional Educational Needs

Mallusk Integrated Primary School is committed to the provision of a broad 
and balanced curriculum which offers equal access for all children.  We 
recognise that some pupils during their school career may have additional 
educational needs and/or a disability which may affect their learning. When 
a teacher has identified an additional need, he/ she will work in consultation 
with parents/ carers to develop an Individual Education Plan. We also work 
with outside agencies such as Education Psychology, Multi-Agency Support 
Team for Schools (MASTS) and various other EA services to support a child’s 
special needs in school. 

The school building incorporates a purpose-built classroom to facilitate one-
to-one sessions or small group work. A Literacy Support Teacher may work in 
this room. The school is built on one storey.  

There are entrance ramps at the side door, front and back doors. There are two 
toilets adapted for the use of people with disabilities.

Homework

We believe that homework can be a valuable way to enhance children’s 
learning and provide opportunities for parents, children and the school to 
work together in partnership. It can encourage children and their parents to 
share and enjoy learning experiences and can reinforce and consolidate work 
covered in class. 

The nature of homework changes as children progress through school. We 
offer a wide variety of tasks and set homework when appropriate. 
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Healthy Eating

We actively promote a healthy lifestyle.  The children are 
encouraged to make healthy food choices and to keep well 
hydrated while in school.  Drinking water is provided in school 
and pupils are encouraged to drink at any time.

Parents are asked to send healthy snacks for break. 

The importance of a healthy lifestyle is taught throughout 
the school as an integral part of our Thematic approach, 
particularly in the themes ‘Look at me, look at you’, ‘Mighty 
Me’, ‘Are you Wise’ and ‘Food and Celebrations’.  PE is taught 
twice a week in all classes. 

Children can receive stickers for healthy choices at break and 
at lunch time.

School meals are monitored for quality and follow Dept. 
of Education’s ‘Nutritional Standards for School Lunches’ 
guidance.  Parents are asked to support the school’s policy on 
healthy eating. 
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School Uniform

Our school uniform is a white polo shirt,
purple sweatshirt and grey trousers or skirt. 

The school coat is a purple waterproof
jacket. School shoes are black.

Uniform orders can be placed with the 
school and are supplied by Imagis, 
24 Mallusk Road, Newtownabbey.

The School Day

Doors open at 8:45am 
School starts at 9am
Break  10:45- 11am
Lunch  12:30- 1:15pm

Primary 1 &2 
finish 2pm everyday

Primary P3 
Finish 3pm Monday & Thursday;
2pm Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

Primary P4-P7 
Finish 3pm Monday-Thursday; 
and 2pm Friday



Eco Schools Programme

 

We are part of the Eco Schools programme, which is the
world’s largest environmental education programme. 

It is a pupil-led initiative with the aim to make environmental 
awareness and action an intrinsic part of the life and ethos of a 
school. Eco-Schools endeavours to extend learning beyond the 
classroom and develop responsible attitudes and commitment, both 
at home and in the wider community. 

Its participatory approach and combination of learning and action 
make it an ideal way for schools to embark on a meaningful path to 
improving the environments of schools
and their local communities.
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Parents

The support and commitment of parents is essential 
to happy and successful learning. We seek to work 
in a mutually respectful partnership with all our
parents and carers. As a small school we are able
to regularly communicate and engage with parents 
and carers. Parents are represented on the Board 
of Governors.

We have an active and hard working Parent Teacher 
Association dedicated to fundraising and organising 
events for the benefit of all our children. 

All new parents will be made very welcome.

Extra Curricular Activities

During the school year, children have opportunities to attend 
various clubs. These are some we have provided recently:

Football / Cricket  / Hockey  / Rugby
IFA football skills  / Tennis / Netball

Crafty Kids  / Mighty Movers  / Yoga Bugs
Cookery  / Gardening  / Drama

Admission to P1

Parents wishing to enrol their children in P1 must first
complete an Education Authority NI Application 
form. The closing date is in January. 

Parents wishing to enrol older children are welcome 
to obtain an application form from the school office. 

Thank you for considering Mallusk Integrated Primary. 
We are looking forward to enrolling your child. 
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Mallusk Integrated Primary School 
84 Mallusk Road  |  Newtownabbey  |  BT36 4QE

Phone: 028 9034 2038
e-mail: info@malluskcips.newtownabbey.ni.sch.uk
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